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The Innocence Project was founded 
in 1992 by Barry C. Scheck and Peter 
J. Neufeld at the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law at Yeshiva University to 
assist incarcerated people who could be 
proven innocent through DNA testing. To 
date, more than 360 people in the United 
States have been exonerated by DNA 
testing, including more than 20 who spent 
time on death row. These individuals spent 
an average of 14 years in prison before 
exoneration and release. In most of these 
cases, Innocence Project staff attorneys 
and Cardozo clinic students provided direct 
representation or critical assistance. The 
Innocence Project’s groundbreaking use 
of DNA technology to free innocent people 
has provided irrefutable proof that wrongful 
convictions are not isolated or rare events, 
but instead arise from systemic defects. 
Now an independent nonprofit organization 
closely affiliated with Cardozo School of 
Law at Yeshiva University, the Innocence 
Project’s mission is to free the staggering 
number of innocent people who remain 
incarcerated and to bring substantive 
reform to the system responsible for their 
unjust imprisonment.
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The year 2019 was tremendous for the Innocence Project. Seven people we represented were 
exonerated and freed; and in the majority of these cases, methods other than DNA—such as exposing 
a false confession, mistaken eyewitness identification or flawed forensic testimony—were used to 
prove innocence. Additionally, we passed an extraordinary 21 policy reforms in 17 states. We are 
incredibly proud of all that we accomplished.

But today—mid-way through 2020 as our nation struggles to find its footing in the face of a global 
pandemic—we do not have the time or the luxury to look back, because there is still much more work 
to be done. COVID-19 exposed how vulnerable we are as a nation and reminded us that Black and 
Brown people face uniquely significant risks.

At the same time, the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and countless other 
innocent Black people at the hands of the police highlighted the fact that racial disparities plague the 
administration of criminal justice. It is clear that until Black lives matter, we cannot have meaningful 
criminal justice reform. 

Because 2020 has powerfully reminded us of how much work remains to be done, the Innocence 
Project is redoubling its commitment to freeing the staggering number of innocent people in prison 
and to reforming the system responsible for their unjust imprisonment. 

The year 2020 is also a time of transition for the Innocence Project. At the end of 2019, we bid farewell 
to our long-time executive director, Maddy deLone. In September 2020, we welcomed Christina 
Swarns as the Innocence Project’s new executive director. Her years of experience fighting injustice 
make her the ideal person to lead our organization forward notwithstanding these uncertain times.

The Innocence Project relies on our partnership with our friends and supporters whose generous 
giving makes it possible for us to continue the fight for fairness and equality in the years ahead. We 
are in it for the long haul—and we know that it will get harder before it gets easier. But because of the 
abiding generosity of our donors, we can and will continue our pursuit of justice, and we will come out 
ahead on the other side.

Jack Taylor 
Board Chair 

Peter J. Neufeld 
Co-Founder

Barry C. Scheck 
Co-Founder

Christina Swarns 
Executive Director
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In 2019, the Innocence 
Project achieved record 
policy reform success, 
bringing millions of people 
under protection of laws 
designed to identify, rectify 
and prevent wrongful 
conviction. With our 
partners, we won 21 major 
policy reforms in 17 states, 
and we’ll be fighting for even 
more in the coming year.

Changing Laws and Practices 

n	�New York, Virginia and Michigan 
improved rules that require 
prosecutors to share evidence with 
defendants before a trial or plea offer.

n	�Michigan and Nevada established 
the statutory right to re-open 
convictions based on problems with 
forensic science. 

n	�Connecticut, Nebraska and Illinois 
passed laws to track incentivized 
jailhouse informant testimony  
and evaluate informant reliability 
before trial.

n	�California, New Mexico, Oklahoma 
and Virginia improved police 
practices for eyewitness 
identification procedures. 

n	�Nevada and Oklahoma mandated 
electronic recording of police 
interrogations. 

n	�Indiana, Nevada and Ohio created 
or improved laws to financially 
compensate exonerated people. 

Ongoing policy reform campaigns

Policy reform wins in 2019 and ongoing campaignsOngoing policy reform campaigns

Policy reform wins in 2019 and ongoing campaigns

Ongoing policy 
reform campaigns

Policy reform wins  
in 2019 and 
ongoing 
campaigns

n	�Pennsylvania, Iowa and Oregon made 
more people eligible for post-
conviction DNA testing. 

n	�Kansas created the nation’s first 
closed-case task force to use  
new DNA testing results to identify 
possible wrongful convictions. 

A Record-Breaking Year for Policy



Huwe Burton
In 1989, 16-year-old Huwe 
Burton returned to his Bronx 
home and discovered his mother 
had been murdered. Two days 
later, Huwe falsely confessed 
to the murder during a coercive 
police interrogation. Although he 
immediately recanted, the trial 
court excluded expert testimony 
on the unreliable nature of his 
confession. Huwe was wrongfully 
convicted and spent 19 years in 
prison before he was released on 
parole in 2009.

Over the course of the nearly 
30 years since Huwe’s arrest, 
a substantial body of scientific 
and scholarly research has been 
conducted on the factors that 
can produce false confessions.  

“It took 30 years to get it right, but life is just starting.”  
– Huwe Burton
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Since his exoneration, Huwe has been traveling around the 
country sharing the story of his wrongful conviction. In November 
2019, Huwe ran the TCS New York City Marathon with one of his 
Innocence Project attorneys, Susan Friedman. PHOTO: LACY ATKINS

With the Office of the 
Bronx District Attorney’s 
Conviction Integrity Unit 
(CIU), the Innocence Project 
pursued a reinvestigation of 
the case, applying this new 
research to examine Huwe’s 
confession. This led the Bronx 
CIU to confirm that Huwe’s 
confession was, in fact, false 
and unreliable—a product of 
the psychologically coercive 
techniques used by the 
detectives who interviewed 
Huwe.

The joint reinvestigation also 
uncovered evidence that 
the detectives who elicited 
Huwe’s false confession also 
obtained false confessions 

from two other individuals just 
three months prior to Huwe’s 
arrest. Finally, additional newly 
discovered evidence supported 
the defense theory that the 
murder was committed by 
the family’s tenant, who had a 
history of violent crime and died 
before Huwe’s trial.

Based on this irrefutable 
evidence of innocence, Bronx 
Supreme Court Justice Steven 
Barrett exonerated Huwe in 
January 2019. Huwe’s case 
and subsequent exoneration 
underscore the value of 
new scientific research on 
false confessions and the 
steps that can be taken to 
avoid dangerously coercive 
interrogation techniques.
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Steven Mark Chaney
In 1987, Steven Mark Chaney 
was sentenced to life in 
prison for a murder he did not 
commit. Although he had nine 
alibi witnesses at his  
trial, Steven was convicted 
based on the unscientific 
testimony of forensic dentists 
“matching” him to a supposed 
bite mark on the victim. It 
took more than 30 years 
before the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals declared 
Steven “actually innocent.” 
In its decision, the court 
cited extensively to the 2009 
National Academy of Science 
report, “Strengthening 
Forensic Science in the United 
States: A Path Forward,” 
invalidating the use of bite 

“I’m one of the fortunate ones who actually got the 
opportunity to prove that I wasn’t responsible for the crimes 
I was in prison for, but there are thousands—literally tens of 
thousands—more people in this country who are wrongfully 
imprisoned and whose voices are being silenced.”  
– Steven Mark Chaney

mark analysis in Steven’s 
conviction and concluding  
that such testimony would  
not be admissible evidence  
in court today. 

Steven’s case is one  
example of the ongoing work 
the Innocence Project’s 
strategic litigation team  
leads to eliminate the use 
of bite mark analysis. The 
technique —which is still  
being used in pending  
criminal cases nationwide, 
including several capital 
cases—has been a 
contributing factor in at least 
30 exoneration cases and 
has recently been rejected by 
every scientific organization 
that has considered its use. 

It was Steven’s case in 
particular, however, that 
prompted the Texas Forensic 
Science Commission to launch 
a six-month investigation 
of bite mark analysis and to 
ultimately recommend the 
nation’s first moratorium on 
the technique in criminal trials. 
And, since any conviction 
resting on the technique is 
inherently unreliable, the Texas 
Forensic Science Commission 
is currently conducting an 
audit into all Texas convictions 
resulting from bite mark 
evidence—a feat that would 
not have been possible 
without the staunch advocacy 
of the Innocence Project 
strategic litigation team.

Since his release, Steven has volunteered in the prison ministry 
and returned to the ironworking he did prior to his wrongful 
conviction. He lives in East Dallas, Texas, with his wife Lenora  
and their dog. PHOTO: LACY ATKINS 
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Archie Williams
In 1982, 22-year-old Archie 
Williams was arrested for the 
sexual assault and stabbing 
of a woman in her home. Even 
though he had an alibi and was 
significantly shorter than the 
described assailant, Archie 
was ultimately convicted 
and sentenced to life without 
parole. His conviction rested 
on a single eyewitness 
identification obtained 
through flawed identification 
procedures. 
	
Archie first requested 
assistance from the Innocence 
Project in 1995, when it was 
still a clinic at the Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law. For 
the 23 years that followed, the 

“Freedom is of the mind. It’s all about how we view life.  
I never let my mind go to prison.”  
– Archie Williams

Innocence Project pursued 
every avenue to prove 
Archie’s innocence. Finally, 
in 2019, Judge Kinasiyumki 
Kimble of the 19th Judicial 
District Court of East Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, ordered 
the testing of crime scene 
fingerprints in the FBI’s 
national database. Just hours 
later, the results showed 
that the prints belonged to a 
man who committed at least 
five other rapes in the years 
after the 1982 rape for which 
Archie was wrongly convicted. 
Based on this evidence, 
Commissioner Kimble vacated 
Archie’s conviction. After 
having spent 36 years in 
prison for a crime he did not 
commit, Archie was finally free.

Because of our dedicated 
funders, the Innocence Project 
was able to pursue justice 
for Archie—who became 
one of our longest-standing 
clients—to the very end. 
Now, the Innocence Project’s 
policy department is working 
tirelessly to enact laws in 
every state to ensure that 
wrongfully convicted people 
without DNA evidence in their 
cases can still get back into 
court based on other critical 
evidence of innocence—
including a statutory right to 
access fingerprint databases, 
which was the key to ultimately 
securing Archie’s freedom. 

At 59-years-old, Archie resumed his education with a computer 
course at community college, in addition to singing and piano 
lessons and boxing classes. In November 2019, Archie made it to 
the semi-finals of Amateur Night at the legendary Apollo Theatre 
in Harlem. PHOTO: SAMEER ABDEL-KHALEK
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Challenging Injustice Together

Co-Founders Barry Scheck and Peter Neufeld.  
PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN

Former Innocence Project Executive Director  
Maddy deLone with Board Chair Jack Taylor.  
PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN

Innocence Project Exoneree Advisory Council. 
PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN

Board Member Tony Goldwyn, Ava DuVernay and 
the Exonerated Five at the 2019 Innocence Gala. 
PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN

Innocence Ambassadors Phony Ppl performing 
at the Innocence Project x BRIC event in April 
2019. PHOTO: FRANEY MILLER

Joan R. Saltzman was known by the 
many she helped as a fierce advocate 
for the overlooked and the underserved. 
Perhaps it was her upbringing in an 
immigrant family of little means in the 
Bronx that compelled her to fight—for 
over 40 years—to secure more equitable 
housing, health services and education 
for those who are too often forgotten. 
Undoubtedly, it was her activist spirit that 
compelled her to donate $200,000 to the 
Innocence Project—proceeds from the 
auction of a valuable bracelet—in the last 
years of her life. The gift came after Joan 
spoke with several exonerated people at 
the organization’s 25th anniversary gala, 
and was struck by the many hardships 
they face after being freed from prison.

Consistent with the work she fervently 
pursued over the course of her life, Joan 
requested that the funds be used to 
support the organization’s social work 
program. Today, Joan is gone; having 
passed away in 2019. But her gift—and 
her legacy—live on at the Innocence 
Project with each new exonerated person 
we are able to support as they look 
toward starting their new beginnings.

(L-R): Innocence Ambassador Michael K. Williams, 
client Leroy Harris and friend. PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN 

(L-R): Innocence Project staff Shoshanah 
Kennedy-Hobson, Susan Friedman and  
Carlita Salazar with exoneree John Nolley.  
PHOTO: MATTEDESIGN

It is because of the generous giving of our donors that we can continue to tackle 
the systemic flaws inherent to the legal system and challenge injustice in the years 
ahead. We are tremendously thankful for their commitment to our mission and being 
a fundamental part of the Innocence Project community.

Donor 
Spotlight
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Fiscal Year 2019 
Donors
JULY 1, 2018 – JUNE 30, 2019

Fiscal Year 2019 
Financial Information
JULY 1, 2018 – JUNE 30, 2019

The Innocence Project thanks our generous supporters and regrets that we do not have space to list them all. 

* Denotes that donor is deceased
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Operating Revenue
Individuals	 $	 10,835,641 	 53%
Foundations	 $	 4,040,254 	 20%
Corporations	 $	 427,244 	 2%
Fundraising Events	 $	 2,708,486 	 13%
Yeshiva University	 $	 310,000 	 1%
Investments	 $	 1,346,874 	 7%
Other Income	 $	 779,010 	 4%
Total Revenue	 $	 20,447,509	

		
Expenditures
Program	 $	 11,551,342 	 77%
Management & General	 $	 1,909,582 	 13%
Fundraising	 $	 1,592,239 	 10%
Total Expenditures	 $	 15,053,163
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Lichtenstein Foundation 
Lohse Family Foundation Fund  

at the Community Foundation  
of Greater Des Moines 

Robert Lutz 

Staci Malikowski 
Janet Mardfin 
Bonnie Maslin in honor  

of Huwe Burton
Mia Maturen 
Maverick Capital Foundation 
Lucy McDiarmid 
Jay McDonald 
Sandra McGee 
C. McGowin 
Scott McGregor 
Medtronic Foundation 
Tim Moore 
John Morgridge 
Paul Morris 
Courtney Murphy 
Ramy Nagy 
Maurice and Nancy Nernberg 
Netflix Matching Gift Program 
Pamir Niaz 
Ed and Lee Nigro 
David and Barbara Noonan 
Northeastern University 
Pat and Shirley Olney 
Edward Opton 
Daniel Pawson and Andrea Saenz 
James Peck and Janis Weiss Peck 
Lindsay Perper 
Richard and Margie Perse 
Beth K. Pfeiffer 
Russ Pillar 
William and Joann Pinkerton 
Dominique Pollara and Kurt Rosen 
David and Nancy Poorvu 
Jan and Michael Praisner  

in honor of Denise Quattrone
Michael and Vikki Price 
Vered Rabia, Esq. 
The Raynie Foundation 
Reginald F. Lewis Foundation 
Carol Riley 
Susan Ringler 
The Philip W. and Jean Riskin 

Charitable Foundation 
Connie Robinson Fund 
Thomas Rotko 
Morris and Dorothy Rubinoff 

Foundation 
Lisa Sandbank in honor  

of Lisa Sandbank
George M. Schisler, Jr. 
Karen and Mahlon Schneider 
Carl Schwab 
Scudder Family Foundation 

Sebonack Golf Club LLC 
Zvi & Lorena Shiff 
Jim and Catherine Sims 
Peter Siroka and  

Elisabeth Sherman 
Saul Skoler 
Edwin Smith 
Larry Solomon in honor of  

Denise and Frank Quattrone
Scott and Lesli Sopher 
Ken and Alice Starr in honor of 

Frank and Denise Quattrone
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP 
Emmet and Nan Sullivan 
Jessie Mariah Tanner 
Lonzetta Taylor and Elfrieda Allen 
Tomiko Taylor 
Jane and Roy Thomas 
Thomas-Nyberg Family 

Foundation 
Three Generations’ Fund 
Vernon Tillman in honor  

of Christopher Morris
Elle Hari Universal LLC 
Lisa M. Vagge 
Vyuha Inc. 
Phyllis and Saleem Watson 
West-Nulf Investment Club Trust 
William and Liz Wolcott 
Marie-Helene and Victor Yalom 
Robert Zadek

$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (82)
Anonymous in honor  

of Howard Kaye
Anonymous in honor  

of Melvin R. Seiden
Anonymous in honor  

of Joyce Weed
Anonymous in memory  

of those that were incorrectly 
executed before they could  
be exonerated

Anonymous in honor of  
Eternal Central Oldschool

Anonymous in honor  
of Oliver Keller
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2492 Fund 
Phyllis Abebreseh 
Kristen Abraham 
Connie Aburano 
Abiola Adelaja 
Rob Adler 
Michael Aglion 

Raanan Agus 
Ryan Akkina 
Eric and Marie-Jose Albert 
Philip Alcabes 
Mary Elizabeth Alexander 
Polly R. Allen 
Susan and Steve Allen 
Stephen and Elise Alpart 
Stewart and Daisy Alter 
Daniel Alterman and Liwah Lai 
Mark Amsterdam in memory  

of Muriel Neufeld
Mark Amsterdam 
Eric Anderholm 
Katherine and Edwin Anderson 
Dorothy Anderson and Lloyd Hana 
Nilgun Antmen 
Hilary Appelman 
Ramin Arani 
Corinne Arazi 
Nikhil Arora 
Ricky Arriola 
Norman Asher 
Attias Family Foundation 
Anne Aufhauser 
Autodesk Matching Gift Program 
Michael Avella 
Rachel and Jacob Avraham 
Jonathan Bach 
Robert Baden 
Kathleen Joan Bailey Harrison 
Steven Baker and Marisa Bauer 
Susan Baldwin 
Ryan Baldwin 
Vivek Baliga 
Chris Banjo 
Bank of America Matching Gifts 
Thomas Barbalet 
Anthony Barbera 
Paris and Christopher Barclay 
David H. Barkhuff 
Samuel Barnhart 
Ned and Jimi Barnholt 
Sandra Baron and Gregory Diskant 
Samuel E. Bassett 
C.B. and Marcia Bassity 
Michael Batanian 
Chara Bauer 
Daniel Baumol 
Dean Baxter 
Tommy Beaudreau 
Sharon Beckman 
Robert and Ellen Belson 
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7.37 
million

visits to  
innocenceproject.org

376,500 
Facebook likes

1,603 
stories in  

popular media outlets

70
The Innocence  

Project Speakers 
Bureau reached 

thousands of people 
across the country 
through more than  
70 engagements.

Educating the 
Public About 

the Causes and 
Effects of Wrongful 

Convictions

Vaughan McKee Family Trust 
Vital Spark Foundation 
Beverly and Charles Washington 
Alan and Beatrice Weiler 
Alan and Elaine Weiler 
Wellington Shields & Co LLC 



Amy Bensinger 
Kevin Berg 
Eleanor Bergstein 
Hendrik Bessembinder 
Ambar Bhattacharyya 
Bialkin Family Foundation 
David Birenbaum and  

Vanessa Ruiz 
Ramsey Bitar 
Elizabeth Block 
Adam Bloom 
Karen Bodden 
Eric Bodner 
Bob and Linda Bodwell 
The Boeing Company 
David Boettger 
Hector Bonilla 
Jonathan Brandt 
Martin D. Branning 
Devin Branstetter 
Jeff and Kimberly Brantley 
Brattain Family Charitable Fund 
James Bristow 
Vickie Brodersen 
Marcus Bromley 
Michael Bromwich 
The Bronson Group 
Abigail Brown 
Mary Brown 
Michael Brown and Nancy Campau 
Nathan Brown 
Tom Brownscombe 
Spencer Brownstone 
William and Cynthia Bryant 
Richard and Donna Burger 
Helen Keeler Burke Charitable 

Foundation 
Steven and Barbara Burrall 
Bruce and Bettina Buschel 
Ann Buxbaum 
David Caplan and Karen Wagner 
Cannery Row Company 
Carmel Bach Festival 
Sarah Carr 
Charles and Kathy Cartwright 
Fredoria Cartwright 
Stacy Cashman 
Marion Cass 
Katharine and James Chace 
Daniel and Paula Chang 
Randall and Linda Charles 
Herbert and Beverly Chase 
Anthony Chaskelson 

Vicki Cheikes 
Robert Chin 
Yucan Chiu 
Mike and Audrey Clair in  

honor of Denise Quattrone
Harry Cohen 
Marty and Michele Cohen 
Samuel and Tricia Colella 
Cindy Coleman 
Jenny Collier 
Porter and Lauren Collins 
Shaun and Pamela Collins 
Michael Collora 
Edward Colquhoun 
Cass Conrad 
Ruth Conroy 
James Cooper 
James and Christine Cooper 
Roy and Susan Coppedge 
Rhonda Corbett 
Alan and Jane Cornell 
Robert J. Cottrol 
Sandy and John Cranston 
Andrew Criste 
Sonia Crume 
Howard W. Crusey, Jr. and 

Margaret G.Y. Crusey 
Eric Cullen 
Karen Cullen 
F. Allan Curran in honor  

of Donna Kenton
Diane Cvetovich 
Robert Dahlen 
Lucy and Frederick Danziger 
Sara Davis 
Eric W. Day 
The Dean Foundation, Inc. 
Eden Dedrick 
Roslyn A. Dehorney 
Susan Denenholz 
Helen Deng 
Eileen Denihan 
Tom and Kit Dennis 
Booker and Elena DeVaughn 
Laura Devlin 
Robin DiAngelo 
Sherry Dierkes 
Hunter Dietz 
Barry Dinaburg 
Tatiana Donaldson 
A. Bruce Dotson 
The Double E Foundation 
George W. & Valerie L. Downes 

Charitable Fund 

The Dubin Family Foundation 
The Dunbar Foundation 
Ian Dumain and Bree Schonbrun 
Andy Dunn 
William L. Dunn 
Lia and Steve Dunne 
The Durst Organization 
Anne Dwane in honor  

of Erik Torenberg
Laurie Effron and John Goodman 
Mary Eide 
David Eisen 
Martin and Rebecca Eisenberg 

Foundation 
Michael Ekblad 
Victoria Elenowitz 
Rodney Ellis and Licia Green-Ellis 
Estee Lauder Companies 
Randy Ezratty 
Andrew Fairley 
Ardeshir Falaki Foundation 
Elizabeth and Michael Fascitelli 
Timothy Fazio 
Brian and Beth Feldman 
Ilya Feldman 
George and Naomi Fertitta 
Anne Feuerborn 
Donald Field in honor  

of Denise Foderaro
First Congregational Church  

of Berkeley 
Lora Fleming 
Luke Flemmer 
Robert and Denise Fletcher 
Kenneth Ford 
Mark & Kathryn Ford Family 

Foundation, Inc. 
Eugene Forsyth 
Elaine Fortowsky 
Four Friends Foundation 
Dennis Fox 
Michael Frampton 
Michael and Eileen Franch 
Anastasia Frank Inc 
Franzen and Salzano 
Samson Freundlich 
Elizabeth A. Friedland 
Robert Friedman and  

Anita Davidson 
Erica Frohman 
Fross Zelnick Lehrman & Zissu, P.C. 
Marianne Gabel 
Daniel Gallagher in honor  

of Daniel Galllagher

Alexander Gann 
William Gasarch 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

Matching Gifts 
Elizabeth H. Gay 
David Gelfand and Ellen Daniell 
General Atomics 
Don Gentry 
Joel D. Gewirtz 
Eddie Gindi 
Rick and Jennie Gingher 
Ryan Glassman 
Tamara Glavor 
Valerie Godhwani 
Michael D. Golden 
Brad and Justin Goldman 
Kenneth Goldman and  

Susan Valeriote 
Damon Gonzalez 
The Good Fairy Fund 
Jennifer Goodfellow 
Steven D. Gordon 
Harry Gottlieb 
Robert Granat in memory  

of Jack Seglin
Ruth and Stephen Grant 
Tracy and Walter Grant 
Joan Greenland 
Emily Greer 
Gregoire Family 
Ellery Grey 
Kenneth Griffin 
Grodsky, Caporrino,  

& Kaufman, LLP 
Barbara J. Grossman 
Peter Guerin 
Ralph and Marsha Guggenheim 
Kurtis Gurley 
Brent Gurney 
Gus Gusler 
Bruce and Michele Guthart 
Michael Hagan and  

Madelaine Morgan 
Shelly Hairston-Jones and  

K A Hairston 
Adam Handwerker 
Richard and Christy Hargesheimer 
Mary Harman 
Robert & Shirley Harris Family 

Foundation 
William and Susanne Hatzman 
Karl and Billi Haug 
Peter Haug 
Denise Hayes 

Allan Heinberg 
Margaret Clarkson and George 

Heintzelman 
Howard Heiss 
Barbara Heller 
Lawrence and Gay Hellman 
Kate Hemmingsen 
Jeffrey Herbers 
Jennifer Herman-Feldman  

in honor of Howard and  
Willma Kaye

Elfi Hertel 
Melvin Hess 
Hg Solutions 
Stewart and Arlene Hill 
Hilldun Corporation 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
Paul and Susan Hirschbiel 
Brent Hoffman 
Hogan Lovells Us LLP 
Holland & Knight LLP 
Michael Hollander 
Jonathan Hollinger 
Susan Holloway 
John Hollway 
Horwitz Family Fund 
Karen Houghton 
William Howard 
John and Janet Hudson 
Jessica Hunsdon 
Sanford Hunt 
Nick Hutchinson 
Douglas Huxsol 
Hycliff Foundation 
Hyland Family Foundation 
Debby Hymowitz 
Juliann R Illescas 
Lawrence and Elaine Irell 

Foundation 
Thomas Isaacson and  

Anne Watson 
Sylvia J. Iverson 
John Jacobs 
Brian Jaffe and Kathleen Balazy 
Mauree Jane and Mark Perry 

in honor of Denise Foderaro 
Quattrone

Paul A. Jeanne 
Denise Jeffers 
Guillaume Jesel 
Andrea Johnson 
Christopher Johnson 
Nicole Jolliet 
Bryon and Tina Jones 

Christian and Kirra Jones 
Krister Judd 
Simran and Moses Kagan 
Jordan Kahn 
Richard Kahn 
Sameer Kale 
Mindy Kaling 
Gary Karrass 
Jill G. and Gary Katz 
Allyson Kavner 
Elizabeth and Dennis Keenan 
Elizabeth Keenan 
Katharine and David Keenan 
Matt Kelley 
Nita and John Kellum 
Keith and Betty Kelly 
Robert Kent 
Anthony Kimball 
Louis Kines 
Daniel King 
Dexter King 
Deborah and Dennis King  

in memory of Margaret  
“Maggie” Houghtaling

Pamela Kinsey 
Virginia Chang Kiraly  

and Ken Kiraly 
The Kirby Family Foundation 
Beth Kirkhart 
Joan Kirschner 
Leonard Kovensky 
Larry H. Krantz 
The Kresge Foundation 
Jerome and Dorothy Kretchmer 
Lois Kroll 
Nancy Kronheim 
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The Innocence Project 
received 

1,944 
new requests for 

representation

Restoring  
Freedom



Mark Kugler 
Daniel B. Kyler 
Maurice Labonne and  

Allison McGuire 
Janet Lafler 
Ward Lafleur 
Laura Lakin 
John Lange 
Andy Lannert 
Richard Lansing 
Benjamin Last 
The Marilyn and Bob Laurie 

Foundation 
Carmen Lawrence 
Elizabeth D. Lawson 
The Lazlow and Laura Fund 
Jeffrey Le Bard 
Raymond F. Leanza 
Jerry Ledzinski 
Burton Lee in honor of  

Robert Dewar (Brown ’77)
Troy Lee 
Gerald B. Lefcourt 
Steven D. Lefler 
Timothy Levin 
David Levine 
Maxine Levy 
Levy Family Charity Fund 
Peggy Lew 
Tabitha and Michael Lewis Fund 
Liberty Mutual Give With Liberty 
lifespark 
Allison Ligon 
Glenn Ligon 
Kevin Liles 
Marian Lindberg 
Michael Linden in honor  

of John Grisham
Malaise Lindenfeld in honor  

of Daniel Scully
Charles Lindsay 
Lesley Link and John Ellison 
Bruce Lipien 
Paula and Barry Litt 
Stuart and Laura Litwin 
Peter J. and Courtney Lobert 
Kari Lochhead 
Carl Loewenson and Susan Brune 
Gabriel and Susan Loh 
Erika and Cassandra Long 
Victoria J. Lowe 
Mort and Eleanor Lowenthal 
Michael Lubin and Betty Engel 
Nancy Malecek 

The Malkin Fund, Inc. 
Richard Mallinson 
Mandel Foundation 
John Manulis and Liz Heller 
AnnMarie Marinello 
Gary and Monique Marton 
Gertraud Maskarinec 
Fiona and Steven Matthews 
Howard and Gloria Matusow 
Mark Maunder 
Susan Maxwell 
Jackie McArdle-Xart 
Tom and Darlene McCalmont 
Robert McClain 
James McClendon III 
Jeffrey McConnell 
Charles and Carol McCullough 
Dena McElhannon 
Cormac McEnery 
Alice Greene McKinney and  

E. Kirk McKinney, Jr. Fund, 
a fund of Central Indiana 
Community Foundation 

Karen McNees 
David Mechanic 
Eduardo Meirelles 
Josephine Merck 
Elaine Merians 
Arthur Meyerson and  

Carol Bernstein 
Joyce Meyer 
DeWanda Miller 
Margaret Miller 
Mark Miller 
Paul M. Milz 
Mintz & Gold LLP 
Charles Monastra 
Jose Montalvo in memory  

of Judith Montalvo
William Montgomery 
James Mooney 
Amanda Moors 
Jonathan Mooser and  

Sara Brannin-Mooser 
Jason Moran 
Frederic Morel 
Jessie Morgan 
Mary Morgan 
Morningside Foundation, Inc. 
Linda Moser 
Robert Mozayeni 
Nancy Mueller 
Judy Munzig 
Lee Nadelman 

Thomas Nagle and Leslie Haller 
Joseph Nahmias 
Matthew Namer 
Sarah Namutebi 
Susan Nathan 
Clyde and Claudia Neel 
Kathryn Neel and Adam Kluge 
Nelco Foundation 
Netflix 
Jim and Helen Neuberger 
Sarah Newhall 
Amy Klette Newman Foundation 
Hang Nguyen 
Emily Nix 
John and Kimya Nolley 
Paul Norder 
Barbara Norton 
The Nussbaum/Kuhn Foundation 
Nvidia 
John and Anita O’Connell 
John O’Connor 
Christopher O’Donnell 
Augustus and Lisbeth Oliver 
Charles Otton 
Susan Owen 
Karla Pace 
Danielle Pacifico-Cogan 
Julie Packard in honor  

of Denise Foderaro
Bryant Page 
Cary Page 
Paler Foundation 
Kevin L. Palmer 
Pappas Financial 
Jacob and Isabel Parkes-Friedman 
Susan S. Partain 
Participant Media 
Kevalkumar Patel 
Rita Hayworth Patrick 
Christopher Pawlak 
Kristi Pedler 
Jacob Perkins 
Daniel Perlman and Jane Katims 
Martin L. Perschetz 
Janet Pershing 
Khuong Pham 
Larsen Plano 
Kenneth B. Platt Platt 
Curtis and Amanda Polk 
Barry Pollack 
Dale L. Ponikvar 
Michael Poppo 
Andrea Powning 

The Frank and Denise Quattrone 
Foundation in honor of  
Maddy DeLone

Jennie Rabinowitz and  
Daniel Jamieson 

Eric Rachmany 
Shelley Radford 
Raffiani Family Foundation 
Luther and Deborah Ragin 
Patricia Ramos and Chanel O’Neil 
Raphael Foundation, Inc. 
Ellen Ray and Gary Ostroff 
Jazmin Reyes 
Lynn Richmond and John Griffin 
Susan and Bill Rifkin 
The Right Hand Fund 
Nils Ringe 
Miriam Rinn 
Sam Ritger 
Lyndon Riviere 
Marjorie Roberts 
Joan Robey 
Sabrina Robinson 
Richard Robinson 
Judith Rocker 
Ariane Rockoff-Kirk 
Stephen Rogowsky and  

Valerie Salwen 
Cram Rom Family Fund and 

Bainbridge Community 
Foundation 

Robert Romano 
Jerome and Katie Rose 
Benjamin and Donna Rosen 
Martha Roth 
Deborah and David Rothschild 
Tony Rousmaniere 
David Rowe 
Rubyco Properties LLC 
William Rucklidge and  

Mona Akerblom 
John Rudolph and Kathy Gunst 
Robin Ryan 
Joy Sabl 
Jill Salberg 
Sarah Saltzberg 
Loretta Salzano 
Molly Sampson 
Kenneth Sandbank 
Sheryl Sandberg 
Tammy and Steven Sanders 
Goktug Sarioz in honor of  

Denise Martin
Carlo and Susan Sarmiento 
Edmund Sassoon in honor of 

Professor Lotte Feinberg
Rocco Schiaffino 
Eric Schindewolf 
Kate and Arnold Schmeidler 
Timothy Schnapp 
Ellen Schneider 
David Schonberger 
Stephen Schulhofer and  

Laurie Wohl 
Sarah Schuppisser 
Bela Schwartz and June 

Zimmerman 
Ethan Schwartz in honor  

of Glenn Pogust
Tomer and Marisa Seifan 
Martin and Kathy Selbrede 
John Sell 
Erika Senese 
S A Separk 
Serendipity Foundation 
Joseph Shaffer 
Narendra Shah 
Nancy Shahadi and Keith Hedman 
Steve & Trish Shapiro Family 

Foundation 
Maureen Sheehan 
Timothy Shepard and  

Andra Georges 
Denise Shepherd 
Deborah J. Short 
Bruce and Jackie Shreves 
Jeanne Silvers 
David and Ruth Simon 
Marc Simon and SaraJane Lieb 
Daniel M. Singer 
Kathleen M. Sinnott 
Walter Slack 
Gregory Slisz 
Mario L. Small 
Anthony and Rosa Smith 
The Harold L. and Jean C. Smith 

Charitable Foundation 
Mark and Pamela Smithers 
Mark Smoot 
Smuggler Inc. 
Karl and Beverly Snow 
David Snyder 
Paul Southworth and Mira Geffner 
Rose Soza War Soldier 
Sara Spahr 
Samuel Spektor and Ann Berman 
Gene and Allison Sperling 
Harvey Spevak 
Shari & Garen Staglin 
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We trained nearly 

2,200 
judges, public 

defenders, forensic 
practitioners, scientists 

and academics 
on eyewitness 

identification, cognitive 
bias, litigating false 

confessions and 
the use of unreliable 

forensic evidence and 
testimony in court.

We achieved major 
court rulings: 

20 
in Eyewitness I.D. / 
False Confessions

9
in Forensics

Educating  
the Courts
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John Nolley, pictured here with his son on the  
day of his exoneration in October 2018.  
Photo: Ron Jenkins.

Contact Innocence Project Director of  
Gift Planning and Emerging Initiatives  
Lauren Sampson at 212-364-5996 or via 
email at lsampson@innocenceproject.org 
to discuss how you can include the  
 Innocence Project in your estate plans.

Create a Legacy For 
Freedom and Justice Founders’ Circle

Exoneree Advisory Council

A Legacy for Freedom and Justice
Anonymous (24)
Ade Ademola
Alan R. Aho*
Bruce Allen
American Sun Yat-Sen  

Sparticus CRT
Louie Bava
Randy Bennett
Gayle Binion
Patricia Bischof
Steven Blattstein
Beverly Boggs
Greg Brown
Leanne Bucci
David Earl Bush*
Jack Carpenter*
Georgina Castro*
Charles Coates*
Brett E. Coleman
Bobbi Coletta
Steve Cummings
Diane Cvetovich
Helen and O.D. Daniel
Owen Daniel*
Nancy Davis and Robert Robinson
Susan Diederich
Tillie Fleischer*
James E. Fleming*
Dora L. Foster*
Nora Gaines
John Gallagher*
Joanne Johnston Gans*
Colleen Gendron and Frank Lovell
Cynthia Gibson
David Goldschmidt*

Bill Ackman 
Karen Herskovitz Ackman
Laura and John Arnold 
Fred and Jutta Benenson 
Thomas and Evon Cooper 
Maddy deLone
Rodney Ellis 

Malcolm Alexander
Marvin Anderson,  

Board of Directors Liaison

Sherry and Leo Frumkin 
Kathryn Greenberg 
Jeffrey Gural 
Calvin Johnson 
Jawed Karim
Howard and Wilma Kaye
Ivy Beth Lewis 

Dewey Bozella
Cornelius Dupree
Angel Gonzalez 

Dianne and John Moores 
Frank Quattrone and  

Denise Foderaro 
Matthew Rothman 
Stephen Schulte
Daniel Shuchman and Lori Lesser 
Darrel W. Stephens 
Betty Anne Waters

Eddie Lowery
Jerry Miller
Michelle Murphy

Diane Goodstein
Darlene Dawn Gray
Frans P. Guepin*
Phillip Harris
Alwood E. Harvey, Jr.*
Alan Hash
Chandra Hauptman
Jo Herbert
Barbara M. Hicks
Monica Hunt*
Nash Hyon
Rochelle Izen
Chet Kaufman
Soozin Kazick
Earl Kendall*
Barbara Klotz
Rose L. and Morris Kraft*
Douglas A. Kraner*
Laura Lakin
Peggy Lamb
Nancy Beth Light
Jaime Luis Loyola*
Kenya Lucas-Matos
Tom and Kathy Macdonald
Carolyn S. Maclean*
Ann Mandelbaum
Thomas O. Martindale*
Gerard F. Miller*
John Miller
Eleanore Moore*
William Howie Muir, II*
Frances Nauss*
Paul Normart*
Deborah Jeane Palfrey*

Sherwood I. Parker*
Frances Parrill*
Shelley and Bruce Patton
Carol Payne
Luther and Deborah Ragin
Harland Ranney
Melissa Ratliff
Teddi Richman*
Lynne C. Rienner
Henrietta Rivas
John Rohling
Judith W. Rosenthal*
Françoise Rothman*
Lionel Ruberg
Dorette Bascho Sabersky*
Angela Sarno
Susan Schindler
Alvin L. Silver
Rita Sislen
Michael L. Steele
Toby Stein
Jayne H. Sword*
Liba Taub and Niall Caldwell
Edith Tausner*
Dr. Inez H. Templeton
The Tuma Family Trust
David and Julie Ungaro
Jane Villon*
James and Tena Vogt
Catherine Louise Whitman*
Gareth Williams
Ken Yagoda
Marjorie Yasueda
Constance Zalk

Lisl Stanton 
Darrel and Sharon Stephens 
Randolph Stephenson 
David Stern 
Stevenson-Cannon Family Fund 
J. Griffin Stewart 
John and Sue Stillman 
Bob and Jean Stoessel 
Carol Stram 
Jill Strawbridge 
Albert Sun 
Surplus Tool and Supply 
Edward Tam 
Edward Tannenbaum in memory  

of Peter Tannenbaum
Sterling Tanner 
Teri and Robert Taylor 
TD Employee Charity  

Choice Account 
Connie Teal 
Jean C. Tempel 
Robert and Bonnie Temple 
Frances Tennery 
H. Tenney 
Judy and Warren Tenney 

Foundation 
Grant and Laurel Teske 
Elizabeth Thampy 
Jenny Thompson 
Karl Thompson 
Teresa Todaro in honor  

of Phillip Spector

Carol Tolan 
Suzanne Torgeson 
Rebecca Tortell 
Jeremy Travis and Susan Herman 
Chiaki Treynor 
Trilogy Theater Group 
Colin Triplett 
Kirk Triplett 
Kelly Turner 
Two Sigma Investments, LLC 
The Unitarian Universalist  

Church of Ventura 
Blanche and Jack Valancy 
Steve and Denise Vanderwoude 
Srikanth Vemuri 
Luciano Verdura 
Christina Villegas-Larson 
Visa Matching Gift Program 
Georges-André Volait 
Jack and Terri Vonderloh 
Glenna Wagenschein 
John and Teresa Waldes 
Catherine Waltrip-Lesch and  

Glen Waltrip 
Michael Ward 
Carla Warner 
Irwin and Elizabeth Warren 
David and Laurie Welsch 
Alvin Wen 
Andrew Whalley 
Naida S. Wharton Foundation 
Kim White 

Susan Whitehead 
Jana Wilcke 
Tom Willging 
William Morris Endeavor 

Entertainment 
Allen and Beth Williams
James K Williams, Jr.
Jeff Williams
Robert Williams
Peter A. Wilson 
Celia Winchester 
Heather Wininger 
WirthCo Engineering, Inc. 
Brian Wolfman and Shereen Arent 
Titus Wolverton 
James Wood 
Rebecca Woodland 
George M. Woods, MD 
Workers’ Defense Fund 
Casey Worthington 
Father Ronald E. Wozniak, S.J. 
Ken Yagoda 
Marjorie Yasueda 
Linda Young 
Constance Zalk 
Robert Zaret 
Marc J. Zeitlin 
Jie Zhang and Yaxin Cao 
Naomi and Michael Zigmond 
Robert and Wanda Zimmer 
Patricia Zinski

* Denotes that donor is deceased
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DENISE FODERARO
Advisory Board Member  
of The National Registry 
of Exonerations and the 
Quattrone Center for  
the Fair Administration  
of Justice
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Senior Distinguished 
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MARVIN 
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ALEXANDER
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TONY GOLDWYN
Actor, Director 
and Producer
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Partner of Certares, 
Executive Chairman 
of American Express 
Business Travel

DR. ERIC S. 
LANDER
Director,  
Broad Institute  
of MIT and Harvard

YUSEF SALAAM
Motivational Speaker, 
Yusef Speaks, 
Exonerated in 2002

EKOW N. YANKAH
Professor of Law,
Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law,  
Yeshiva University

JESSICA A. ROTH
Professor of Law,
Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law,
Yeshiva University
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Talent Officer, FCB
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Paralegal
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Sarah Chu 
Senior Advisor on  
Forensic Science Policy

Michael Coleman Jr. 
Finance Associate

Ken Colosky 
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Glinda Cooper 
Director of Science and 
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Coordinator

Dana Delger 
Senior Staff Attorney, 
Strategic Litigation

Keshara DeSousa-Murray 
Intake Assistant
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Case Associate

Diana Diaz 
Policy Department Assistant

Jessica Diaz 
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“[Today], the chains will fall …  
I will be absolutely, completely free.”  
– Felipe Rodriguez on the day of his exoneration

Innocence Project, Inc.
40 Worth Street, Suite 701
New York, NY 10013
innocenceproject.org
facebook.com/innocenceproject
twitter.com/innocence 
instagram.com/innocenceproject

Affiliated with Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Donate online at innocenceproject.org

More than 360 people in the United States 
have been exonerated through DNA testing. 
The Innocence Project was involved in 
more than 200 of those DNA exonerations. 
Others were helped by Innocence Network 
organizations, private attorneys and pro se 
defendants in a few instances.

Cover: Felipe Rodriguez was exonerated in 
December 2019 after spending 27 years in  
prison for a murder he did not commit. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW. Financial, 
registration, and other information about Innocence Project’s purpose, programs and activities can be obtained by contacting Christina Swarns 
at 40 Worth Street, Suite 701, New York, NY, 10013, or for residents of the following states, as stated below: FLORIDA: CH-27140. A COPY OF 
THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, WITHIN THE STATE, 1-800-HELP-FLA, OR VISITING http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Consumer-
Services. MARYLAND: For the cost of postage and copying, from the Secretary of State. MISSISSIPPI: The official registration and financial 
information of Innocence Project may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. NEW JERSEY: 
INFORMATION FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE 
PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND 
IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. NEW YORK: Upon request, from the Attorney General 
Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. NORTH CAROLINA: Financial information about this organization and a copy of 
its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. The official registration and financial information 
of Innocence Project may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
VIRGINIA: State Office of Consumer Affairs in the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. 
WASHINGTON: Secretary of State at 1-800-332 4483 or https://www.sos.wa.gov/. The registration required by the charitable solicitation act is on 
file with the Secretary of State’s office. WEST VIRGINIA: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents 
from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. WISCONSIN: A financial statement of the charitable organization disclosing 
assets, liabilities, fund balances, revenue, and expenses for the preceding fiscal year will be provided to any person upon request. Registration 
with any of these state agencies does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by any state.


